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Dolphin Research Australia Inc.

Our Purpose

Throughout the world dolphins amxposed to an increasing number of threats and decreasing health of
the marine environments. In all oceans, dolphins are exposed to a cocktail of threatening processes and
activities from human sources. Those species that reside along the coastal eqaetaularly vulnerable

and face an uncertain future as the pressure to survive increases with the inundation of increased
pollutants, boating, commercial activities, fisheries practices and climate change, to only name a few. In
recent years, there halseen a general increase in the number of strandings of dolphins in Australian
waters, more cases of disease, entanglements and evidence of human interference posing a risk to
individual dolphins, their communities and environments.

Dolphin Research Austialnc. is acharity that is workingo increase the understanding of the ecology of
dolphins, whales, their needs for survival and to improve conservation efforts. Our projects are diverse,
from developing early primary education programs and adult edoo programs to research that
investigates the habitat use, abundance trends and social systems of dolphins and other marine species.
Each of these projects aims to increase the awareness and engage the public in marine conservation
efforts and increaséhe knowledge about dolphins and their marine environment.

Our Vision
Conserve and protect dolphins, whales and their marine environment through advancing knowledge and
understanding.

Our Mission
1 Aid in the protection and conservation of dolphins antler marine species through research
and education.

1 Undertake research into key ecological aspects of dolphins and whales to improve the
understanding of their requirements for survival.

1 Advance knowledge on the impacts of human activities on the healdolphins, whales and
the marine environment.

{1 Raise environmental awareness and conservation issues through education and training
programs
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Moreton Bay Dolphin Research Project
Bordered by the bustling cities of South East Queensland an~
the beautiful Moreton, North Stradbroke and Bay lIslands,

Moreton Bayis a special place. i home to a diverse array of = =
marine life, including multiple species of coastal and ocean |
dolphins. Similar to other areas in Australia, the local | =
populations of dolphins iQueensland are considered to be
vulnerable to decline or localised extinction because of sme &
population sizes, low population growth rates, high sit¢
fidelity and geographic isolation.

Two species of dolphins, the Australian humpback dolphin
(Sousa ahulensi3 and IndePacific bottlenose dolphin
(Tursiops aduncisinhabit Moreton Bay all year round.
These species are the focus ofir research project,
particularly the humpback dolphin which has been classifiel
asVulnerableand a species of high prity. Assessing the
trends in abundance and ecology of dolphin populations
requires longterm research projects to determine the health
and risks associated with threatening processes.

The objectives of the research are to;

- Assess and monitor the abuadce and trends of
coastal dolphin populations in the Moreton Bay

Marine Park: —_—— /
- Examine the use of habitat areas over space and time '
to identify critical areas; = 5

- Establish a baseline acoustic catalogue of communicative sounds used by coastal
dolphins in Mor¢on Bay;

- Investigate the social systems and stability of communicative systems of coastal dolphins in

Moreton Bay Marine Park overtime;

- Determine the threats to coastal dolphins over space and time to provide important information

to be used irconservation and management plans.

This information provides important information on the ecology of the species, their health and informs

conservation planning and management to ensure the proteatiithe animals and their habitats for the
future.
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2018Research Expedition Dates
We have a number of expeditions available during®0Ihe dates for the coming year are as follows:

Moreton Bay Dolphin ReseardBxpeditiors 2018

Expedition # Arrival Departure # Days Cost per # Places
person* available
I (total)
1 30" May 2" June 4 (3 nights)  $950 4
2 215t June 28" June 8 (7 nights) $1,885 4
3 121 July 19" July 8 (7 nights) $1,885 4
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The following is included in the expedition price:

Accommodation &neals

Passenger ferry transfers to North Stradbroke Island

Dolphin Research Australia Expedition Pack (irstlirt)

Year membership to Dolphin Research Australia

Workshops and talks from experienced crew including Dr Liz Hawkins who will be leading your

expedition

1 Handson, participatory and unique experience with dolphins in the beautiful waters of Moreton
Bay.

1 When we are not in the field, the team will also have the chance to assist with data processing
back at the Research Station.

1 We keep our expedidbn groups small to increase the enjoyment for you. Each research team

has a maximum of places, so get in quick to book your place!

=A =4 =4 =4 =4
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organise somélifferent options for you to enjoy as additional activities whilst on the Island. Please note
that some activities (such as diving and snorkelling) are not included in your expedition fee and will incur
an additional cost.

2 Kl GQ& y20 AyOf dzRSRY

- Personal travel insuranage stronglyrecommend you obtain your own personal insurance prior
to joining the expedition.

- Travel to and from the meeting point at Cleveland, Queensland (price does include the ferry
from Cleveland to Dunwich, North Stradbrdké&nd)

- Optional activitiee.g. diving and snorkelling

- Any additional food and drinks including alcoholic beverages*

* Please note whave strict restrictions on the consumption of alcohol during expeditions and zero drug
use policy.
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Where does your Mone y Go?

Ecovolunteers play a crucial role in our research projects! Running marine mammal research is an
extremely costly task and as an eaolunteer you are not only part of the research team, but also a
financial sponsor of the project. Each year, reshgsrojects such as the Moreton Bay Dolphin Research
Project, cost over $100,000 and your contribution goes a long way in helping to cover some of these
expenses. We are also lucky on occasion to have the assistance of small grants from private and
government bodies, however, these grants do not cover the full cost of the project and it is through the

generous donations of our supporters that makes this critical research possible.

Project running
costs (e.g.boat
hire & fuel)
41%

Volunteer food,
accomodation
transport
53%

Insurance
2% 4%

Financial breakdown of your financial contribution to the expeditions.

Meet the Dolphin Research Expedition Crew

Dr Liz Hawkins
Expedition Leader

Born and raised amongst the islands of Moreton Bayl.iz Hawkins

is an expert in marine mammals with over 14yrs experienc
researching the ecology of dolphins and whales in Australia. She
the Executive Officer and Founding Director of Dolphin Reseat
' dzZA OGN €A YR @Aff 0S @2dzNJ 9
featured in many media articles including New Scientist, Anim
Planet and the BBC. Her research has included examining differ
aspects of the ecology of dolphins and more specifically, populati

trends, social systems and communication. She hassagrafor not

pu
(Vp))
P
g

just dolphins and the oceans, but also teaching others and passing on the knowledge and the mystery
about these animals. She has been a tour guide, a conservation project leader, an artist and so much
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dolphins and whales.

Heather Pheloung
Research

Assistant

Heather Pheloung grew up in the bush in Western Victoria, where she developed a lawsrafidn

wildlife and environment, which inspired her to complete a Bachelor of Science, majoring in Zoology.
Atfter living in England for a number of years while working as Business Manager for the family business,
aKS O2dzZ Ry Qil a i lady longerd; ahd sReNahded ih thesByrdid-Shirk, Isurrounded by lush
rainforest mountains and the stunning Byron coastline. She loves the special marine animals that live in
and visit the sea around Byron Bay, and she is a keen advocate for their prot&ttealso enjoys

0SAYy3 LINI 2F GKS 201t O2YYdzyAideésx | yR adzZJJ2 NI &

committee. She is having the time of life being a part of the Dolphin Research Australia team, helping
the dolphins of Moreton Bay Brisbane, ByiBay, Ballina and beyond.

TammyBrown

Research Assistant

Tammy Brown is originally from a small coastal town in
the SouthWest of WA. Her aspiration for advenéuiead
her north following the rugged red dirt where she fell in
love with Broome and spent the next 12 years living and
working across the Kimberley, primarily in Aboriginal
Education, Art and Community Engagement. During this
time Tammy formed deep respefor Indigenous Traditional knowledge and Connection to Country.

She now resides in the beautiful Northern Rivers, NSW studying Environmental and Marine Science
which recently provided her the opportunity to travel and study tropical marine biodiyersit
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aquaculture and environmental management in Vietnam. Tammy is deeply connected to the
SYGANRYYSYld YR RSAONROGSE KSNBSEF Fa Wy AyylraSte
international traveler and outdoor adventurer who can oftea found exploring and studying all things

nature, particularly our resident cetaceans, the open ocean, creeks, rainforest and mountains.
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Eco-Volunteering

Ecovolunteers play a crucial role in our research projediséeco-volunteerexpeditions are for highly
motivated individuals who are keen to learn, contribute and bet gd increasing the knowledge,
awareness and conservation of dolphins and their marine habitatsv&ooateers will be required to
actively participate in research expeditions, collecting data from research vessels and dat®elputimn
Research Austlia is not a tour company and the aim of expeditions is entirely based on conducting
research and obtaining scientific data. We do, however, design expeditions for the enjoyment of
participants whilst contributing to a research proje&covolunteers wil live with the researchers at the
Moreton Bay Research Station on North Stradbroke Iskmti be involved in eveday tasks including
preparation of meals and cleaning dishes. The\eslanteers will also have the opportunity to learn
directly from resarchers, not only in the field, but in evening discussions and presentations.

Participants will also have the opportunity to explore North Stradbroke Island on free days and as part of
the experience. Funding received from aamunteer participants gog directly towards covering the
expenses of the expeditions including accommodation, meals, insurance, contribution to field surveys and
transport for participantsWe do not make a profit from expeditions.

Your Role As a Eco-Volunteer

= Your voluntary contribution is greatly appreciated and
we hope you will gain an invaluable experience. At all
times you must behave in a professional manner, as you
are a representative of Dolphin Research Australia, but
most of all you are expected to ayj the experience.

There is no previous experience needed to partake in our
expeditions, however, there are a number of

requirementswe seek from all ecwolunteers

- Have good physical condition

- Have no experience of debilitating sea sickness (you @éltino work on the boat)

- Speak English

- Be over 18 years of age for a single traveller (for families, children much be over 15years)

- Be prepared for long days in the field and work with small teams of volunteers from different
experiences and backgrounds

- Have a positive attitude, be willing to help, be enthusiastic and respectful

- Abide by the Dolphin Research Australia Code of Conduct and workplace health and safety
requirements

Expedition Program for EcWolunteers
As the weather will guide our day to dagtiities, the following program is only an example of what you
might experience. Every expedition is different and the amount of time in the field and in the office will
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vary depending on how the weather and the dolphins behave. As with all partigjpatpeditions, the
Y2NB @2dz Llzi Ay>X (GKS Y2NB e2dxQff Syzc2eéeH

Example of 8 day program:

Day 1. Arrive at the University of Queensland Moreton Bay Research Statiemirgy induction &
presentation

Day 2: Boat survey; hands on experience observing and recording dolphin behaviour; data entry
Day 3: Boat survey; hands on experience observing and recording dolphin behaviour; data entry
Day 4: Opportunity to explore North Stradbroke Island, assist with d@attty, head for a dive and relax

Day 5: Boat survey; hands on experience observing and recording dolphin behaviour, evening
presentation; data entry

Day 6: Off water day due to wind, back in office helping with data entry and analysis with free time to
head to North Gorge to explore North Stradbroke Island; evening presentation

Day 7: Boat survey; hands on experience observing and recording dolphin behaviour, data entry; evening
presentation

Day 8: Departure day

A Day in the Field for Eco-Volunteers

During expeditions, all activities, especially boat surveys, are entirely weather depeMienteed calm

conditions to locate and observe dolphins in the wilthe surveys are allocated to take advantage of the

best weather conditions on average for Moreton Bay, however, we are likely to experience several bad
weather days per expedition. We will work hard to get participants out on boat surveys for 70% of the

days during their stay, however, we are unable to guarantee that you will be able to be on the boat every

day during your stayWe work with wild dolphins and as such we cannot guarantee that each day you
gAftf SyO2dzy i SN R2f LK foyird fhendddzing tieSudvieyis. G NB 2 dzNJ K NRS &

Our field work is also based from boats and does not involve any swimming with dolphins.
A typical day in the fieldX bthe seas are calm
6am breakfast and get ready for a day out on the boat

7am boat launched and startaening the water for any signs of dolphins.y OS ¢S FAYR R2f LK;
hands on deck. One volunteer will be required to write notes and record the encounter, other volunteers

will be required to keep track of the location of the dolphin group andIne.2 dzLJQa 06 SKI @A 2 dzNE
be required to prepare the sound recording equipment and make recordings of the dolphin vocalisations,

while others will assist with taking photographs for the individual identification of dolphins. To collect the
informat2 Y 6S YySSRY ¢SQff ALISYR dzZlJ 2 2yS K2dzNJ T2 245/
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signs of stress or disturbance from our presence®
2 SQf 0KSYy KSIR 2F7F |\ e 02
hopefully find another group of dolphins.

. @& nLIYX en8iytback to She Research
Station. Once at the Research Station, volunteel
will be required to assist with downloading the
RFeQa NBO2NRAYy3I& FyR ¢°F
databases.

7.00pm¢ dinner is served and dishes are done.

If the seas are rod K X

As all of our boat based surveys are weather dependent, we can expect a couple of poor weather days
RAzZNAYy 3 @2dzNJ adl &3 odzi 6SQ@S 2NHIYyAaSR LX Syde F2NJ
the Research Station entering and analysingd® 2 SQf f Ff a2 KIF @S LINBaSydal G
conservation by Dr Liz HawkinBepending on the weather, we might also head over to Amity Point or

Point Lookout to do some land surveys.

C2NJ GK2a$S adleAay3a gAlGK dbe oppcdtiwityfoseeplorg tBeSopautful NoghdzQf £ |
Stradbroke Island with a trip to North Gorge at Point Lookout to enjoy the spectacular views and coastline.

What to Bring

Be prepared to be exposed to the elements and make sure you are ready for almoshgnythi
We recommend that you bring:

- Sunscreen

- Hat

- Sunglasses

- Windproof & waterproof jacket
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- Sweater/jumper

- Warm clothing (it can get cold on the boat)

- Swimmers

- Beach towel

- Reusable water bottle

- Camera

- Thongs & covered shoes

- Sun protective clothing (includingngsleeved shirt &
light long quicldry pants)

Space is limited at the research station, so pack economically
and practically. There are some washing facilities in Dunwich
village.

Accommodation & Meals

Our research teams will be accommodated at t
University of Queensland Moreton Bay Resear
Station at the small village of Dunwich on Nort
Stradbroke Island. Accommodation is shared

bunkrooms in either the Research House or in t
dorm-style rooms at the main Research Stati

facility with shared bathroomsEach facility has a
O02YY2y NR2Y F2NJ GKS &GS
company and relax at the end of the day.you are

travelling with friends, be sure to let us know so th
we can make sure you are sharing a room.

Accommodation at the Moreton Bay Research Station: Research House common area (lef§tydimrm
bunk rooms and bathroom (photos on right)
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